Interaction of SQ 20009 and GABA-like drugs as modulators of benzodiazepine receptor binding.
SQ 20009, a new anxiolytic drug structurally unrelated to GABA or benzodiazepines, has two modulatory effects on the binding of 3H-flunitrazepam to membranes from rat cerebellum. Thus, SQ 20009 has a direct and chloride ion dependent stimulatory effect on benzodiazepine receptor binding which in turn appears to be modulated by the associated GABA receptor. In addition SQ 20009 has indirect effects on benzodiazepine receptor binding since it enhances the potency of GABA and muscimol to stimulate 3H-flunitrazepam binding.